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WASHINGTON STATE COMMISSION ON 

ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN AFFAIRS (CAPAA)

The Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs is a state agency

with an advisory board of 12 commissioners who are appointed by

the governor to be a voice for Washington's diverse Asian Pacific

American communities. 

Our mission is to improve the lives of Asian Pacific Americans in

Washington State by ensuring access to participation in the fields of

government, business, education and other areas. 

The U.S. Census Bureau conducts the annual American Community

Survey (ACS) and decennial Census to help inform political

representation, local funding for infrastructure projects and resource

allocations for programs such as school lunch, CHIP (Children's

Health  Insurance Program), Medicare/Medicaid and more. 

CAPAA partnered with KAYA strategik, LLC - a WMBE providing

equitable strategy, implementation and engagement services to

conduct data research and analysis on the latest (ACS 2019) Asian,

Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander demographic trends  in

Washington State. 
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PART I:  ANHPI COMMUNITY DEMOGRAPHY 

WASHINGTON STATE POPULATION BY RACE (2019)

7,404,107
100%

5,073,945 or 68.5%

49,090 or 0.7%

94,449 or 1.3%

631,333 or 8.5%

281,683 or 3.8%

937,579 or 12.7%

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU (2019, 5 YEAR). RACE. TOTAL POPULATION UNIVERSE 

433,386 or 5.9%

333,038 or 4.5%

812,035 or 11.0%

93,739 or 1.3%
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PART I: ANHPI COMMUNITY DEMOGRAPHY 

TOP NATIVE HAWAIIAN & PACIFIC ISLANDER ETHNIC GROUPS IN WA (2019) 

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU (2019, 5 YEAR)
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PART I: DATA VISUALIZATION  OF ANHPI COMMUNITY DEMOGRAPHY 

TOP ASIAN ETHNIC GROUPS IN WA (2019) 

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU (2019, 5 YEAR) 
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PART I: ANHPI COMMUNITY DEMOGRAPHY 

ASIAN, NATIVE HAWAIIAN & PACIFIC ISLANDER POPULATION IN WA COUNTIES

(PERCENT OF TOTAL COUNTY POPULATION)

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU (2019, 5 YEAR) 
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NATIVE HAWAIIAN & PACIFIC ISLANDER POPULATION IN WA COUNTIES 

(PERCENT OF TOTAL COUNTY POPULATION)

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU (2019, 5 YEAR) 

PART I: ANHPI COMMUNITY DEMOGRAPHY 
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ASIAN POPULATION IN WA COUNTIES  

(PERCENT OF TOTAL COUNTY POPULATION) 

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU (2019, 5 YEAR)

PART I: ANHPI COMMUNITY DEMOGRAPHY 



WA ASIAN, NATIVE HAWAIIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER GROUPS

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME
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U.S. CENSUS BUREAU (2019, 5 YEAR) 
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PART I: ANHPI COMMUNITY DEMOGRAPHY 

PERCENT ANHPI WHO LIVE BELOW POVERTY BY COUNTY 
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U.S. CENSUS BUREAU (2019, 5 YEAR). POVERTY STATUS

(GARFIELD, GRANT, LINCOLN, AND WAHKIUKUM COUNTIES AT  0.0%)
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PART I: DATA VISUALIZATION  OF ANHPI COMMUNITY DEMOGRAPHY 

TOP ASIAN, NATIVE HAWAIIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER

LANGUAGES SPOKEN IN WA 
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PART I: DATA VISUALIZATION  OF ANHPI COMMUNITY DEMOGRAPHY 

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT (LEP) 

ASIAN, NATIVE HAWAIIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER HOUSEHOLDS IN WA
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0-19 20-34 35-64 65+ Total NHPI
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PART I: DATA VISUALIZATION  OF ANHPI COMMUNITY DEMOGRAPHY 

NATIVE HAWAIIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDERS IN WA

BY AGE AND GENDER 
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U.S. CENSUS BUREAU (2019, 5 YEAR). SEX BY AGE. NATIVE HAWAIIAN AND OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDER ALONE UNIVERSE
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PART I: ANHPI COMMUNITY DEMOGRAPHY 
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ASIANS IN WA BY AGE AND GENDER 

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU (2019, 5 YEAR). SEX BY AGE. ASIAN ALONE UNIVERSE



PART II: AANHPI PAY GAP 
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U.S. CENSUS BUREAU (2019, 5 YEAR)
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PART IIIA: ANHPI EDUCATION OUTCOMES

PERCENT OF NATIVE HAWAIIAN AND PACIFIC ISLADERS IN WA ELIGIBLE FOR FREE LUNCH BY COUNTY 

P A G E  1 7  
U.S. CENSUS BUREAU, SAIPE SCHOOL DISTRICT ESTIMATES FOR 2019



PART IIIA: ANHPI EDUCATION OUTCOMES

PERCENT OF ASIANS IN WA ELIGIBLE FOR FREE LUNCH BY COUNTY
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U.S. CENSUS BUREAU, SAIPE SCHOOL DISTRICT ESTIMATES FOR 2019
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PART IIIB: ANHPPI EDUCATION OUTCOMES
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PUBLIC USE MICRODATA SAMPLE (2019)
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PART IV: VOTING AGE CITIZENS AND NON-CITIZENS  

 

TOP WA COUNTIES WITH NATIVE HAWAIIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER

 VOTING AGE (18+) CITIZENS AND NON-CITIZENS  
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PUBLIC USE MICRODATA SAMPLE (2019)
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PART IV: VOTING AGE CITIZENS AND NON-CITIZENS

TOP WA COUNTIES WITH ASIAN 

VOTING AGE (18+) CITIZENS AND NON-CITIZENS 
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PART V: SUMMARY ANALYSIS

A. Summary Analysis of ANHPI  Community Demography

As of 2019, the ANHPI (alone or in combination) community comprises approximately 12.3% of the total WA state population with NHPI's at 1.3%

and Asians at 11%. Most ANHPI women and men fall within the 35-64 age category.

Vietnamese, Korean, Khmer-Cambodian and Chinese communities have higher rates of limited English proficiency while South Asian Indian

communities including those that speak Hindi, Urdu and Gujurati tend towards having higher rates of speaking English "very well". 

Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islanders have the lowest pay averages and education outcomes (least to have Bachelors degree or higher at 12.9%),

particularly in comparison to Asians and Whites.

The majority of NHPI populations are located in King (16,944), Pierce (12,848), Snohomish (4,197), Clark (3,751) and Spokane (2,799) counties. The

significant opportunities for NHPI voter education, registration and citizenship opportunities are similarly in these counties in addition to Thurston,

Whatcom and Kitsap counties.   

The majority of Asian populations are located in King (386,404), Snohomish (86,121), Pierce (55,571), Clark (21,752) and Thurston (15,832) counties.

The significant opportunities for Asian voter education, registration and citizenship opportunities are similarly in these counties in addition to

Kitsap, Whatcom, Spokane and Whitman counties.  
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PART V: SUMMARY ANALYSIS

0 250,000 500,000 750,000 1,000,000

Asian 

Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander 

ANHPI 

i. How much has the WA ANHPI population grown since 2010?

In Washington, the ANHPI alone or in combination community has grown by about 34.3% from 674,573 in 2010 to 905,774 in 2019.

The Asian alone or in combination community grew from 604,251 in 2010 to 812,035 in 2019 at an increase of about 34.4%.

The NHPI alone or in combination community grew from 70,322 in 2010 to 93,739 in 2019 at an increase of about 33.3% 

604,251

812,035

70,322

93,739

674,573

905,774

2019

2010
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WA ASIAN, NATIVE HAWAIIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER

POPULATION GROWTH SINCE 2010 

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU (2019, 5 YEAR). RACE. TOTAL POPULATION UNIVERSE 



PART V: SUMMARY ANALYSIS

ii: Are ANHPI’s the largest or second largest minority population in WA? 

The ANHPI alone and in combination population is the 2nd largest minority population at 905,774 after the Hispanic/Latino population at 937,579.

iii. Are ANHPI’s the fastest-growing minority population in WA?

ANHPI's were the fastest growing minority population at a growth rate of 34.3% compared to that of the Hispanic/Latino population at a growth rate

of 24.1% from 2010 to 2019.  

iv. What is the fastest growing ANHPI ethnicity in WA?

The fastest growing ANHPI ethnicities are Asian Indian, Chinese and other Asian categories (for example, Burmese and Bhutanese communities). Of

note, other Pacific Islanders also grew significantly, specifically Compact of Free Association Migrants (COFA Communities) from the Federated States

of Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands and the Republic of Palau. 

2019

2010
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PART V: SUMMARY ANALYSIS

v. Where are our communities growing the most in Washington State?

 

ANHPI communities growing quickly in WA are in King, Snohomish, Pierce, Thurston, Spokane, Clark and Whitman counties respectively. 

vi. What are the top spoken ANHPI languages in WA?

The top ANHPI languages spoken are Chinese (89,549), Vietnamese (61,610), Tagalog (56,497), Korean (48,425) and other Pacific Islander languages

(29,876).

vii. What’s the pay gap of ANHPI's as compared to whites in WA? What’s the pay gap between subgroups in WA?

 Native Hawaiian Pacific Islanders, Filipinos, Vietnamese and Koreans earn less than whites per capita income.* Asian women earn about $.75 to the

dollar (or 25% less) than Asian males. Similarly, NHPI women earn .$75 to the dollar (or 25% less) than NHPI males. 

*Note that considering the average pay factors individuals with very large incomes, which may skew and lean towards a higher average income; 

 potentially veiling lower income data. 

viii. ANHPI poverty and student discrepancy compared to whites in WA.

NHPIs and Asians have a higher poverty rate at 15.3% and 9.3%, respectively, in comparison with whites at 8.1%.  Both the Asians and especially NHPI

have higher rates of free student lunch eligibility than the overall population, especially in counties with significant ANHPI populations. While a high

rate of Asians tend to have a college education compared to whites, NHPI communities have lesser rates of attending college. 
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A P P E N D I X  AAPPENDIX A: ANHPI STATEWIDE POPULATION

NHPI ETHNIC GROUP ESTIMATES IN WA ASIAN  ETHNIC GROUP ESTIMATES IN WA
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APPENDIX B. ANHPI POPULATIONS BY COUNTY

ANHPI POPULATION ESTIMATES  NHPI POPULATION ESTIMATES  ASIAN POPULATION ESTIMATES  

A P P E N D I X  B
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APPENDIX C: ANHPI PERCENT IN POVERTY A P P E N D I X  C
ANHPI PERCENT IN POVERTY

Estimate      Percent Estimate     Percent 

Estimate     Percent Estimate     Percent Estimate      Percent Estimate      Percent 

ASIANS

NATIVE HAWAIIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDERS



APPENDIX D: ANHPI LANGUAGES BY COUNTY

TOP ANHPI LANGUAGES SPOKEN BY WA COUNTIES 
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A P P E N D I X  EAPPENDIX E: LUNCH ELIGIBILITY

Free Lunch Eligibility and Comparisons

Percent of ANHPI Eligible for Free Lunch (Using SAIPE)



APPENDIX F: VOTING AGE CITIZENS AND NON-CITIZENS

NATIVE HAWAIIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER VOTING AGE CITIZENS AND NON-CITIZENS  

PUBLIC USE MICRODATA SAMPLE (2019)

A P P E N D I X  F  
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APPENDIX G: VOTING AGE CITIZENS AND NON-CITIZENS

ASIAN VOTING AGE CITIZENS AND NON-CITIZENS BY COUNTY

PUBLIC USE MICRODATA SAMPLE (2019)

A P P E N D I X  G  
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